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unless some speedy remedies were applied, would
be inevitable. The elector of Saxony, the head of
the protestants, a vigorous and politic prince, was
the first that moved it; and the landgrave of Hesse,
a zealous and gallant prince, being consulted with,
it rested a great while between those two, no method
being found practicable to bring it to pass; the
emperor being so powerful in all parts, that they
foresaw the petty princes would not dare to nego-
tiate an affair of such a nature, being surrounded
with the imperial forces, who by their two generals
Wallestein and Tilly, kept them in continual sub-
jection and terror.
This dilemma had like to have stifled the thoughts
of the union as a thing impracticable, when one
Seigensius, a Lutheran minister, a person of great
abilities, and one whom the elector of Saxony made
great use of in matters of policy as well as religion^
contrived for them this excellent expedient.
I had the honour to be acquainted with this gen-
tleman while I was at Leipsic ; it pleased him ex-
ceedingly to have been the contriver of so fine a
structure as the conclusions of Leipsic, and he was
glad to be entertained on that subject. I had the
relation from his own mouth, when, but very mo-
destly, he told me he thought it was an inspira-
tion darted on a sudden into his thoughts, when
the duke of Saxony calling him into his closet one
morning with a face full of concern, shaking his
head and looking very earnestly: What will be-
come of us, doctor ? said the duke, we shall all
be undone at Frankfort-au-main. Why so, please
your highness? says the doctor. Why they will
fight with the king of Sweden with our armies and
our money, says the duke, and devour our friends and
ourselves, by the help of our friends and ourselves.
But what is become of the confederacy then, said

